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SUBJECT: COALITION CANDIDATE WINS YOKOHAMA MAYORALTY 

REF: TOKYO 2383 

1 . TO NO ONE'S SURPRISE, MICHIKAZU SAIGO, WHO WAS BACKED 
BY EVERY PARTY EXCEPT JCP, WON YOKOHAMA MAYORALTY RACE 
APRIL 17. SAIGO RECEIVED 341,006 VOTES TO JCP CANDIDATE 
SATOSHI ASAKURA'S 269,324. MAVERICK CONSERVATIVE SHUN- 
SUKE KANEKO GARNED ONLY 36,981. SINCE OUTCOME NEVER 
REALLY IN DOUBT, AND BECAUSE SUPPORT FROM JSP WAS APPAR- 
ENTLY MINIMAL, YOKOHAMA VOTERS STAYED AWAY FROM POLLS IN 
DROVES: VOTING RATE WAS 36 PERCENT COMPARED WITH 65 
PERCENT IN MAYORAL RACE FOUR YEARS AGO. 

2. BECAUSE OF HIS LONG CAREER AS GOJ OFFICIAL (HE SERVED 
AS VICE MINISTER IN AUTONOMY MINISTRY), SAIGO WAS CON- 
SIDERED POLITICALLY CONSERVATIVE AND HIS PRIMARY SUPPORT 
CAME FROM CENTRIST PARTIES AND LDP, WHICH SAW DEPARTURE 
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OF JSP'S SEVENTEEN YEAR MAYOR ASUKATA AS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RECAPTURE ADMINISTRATION OF JAPAN'S THIRD LARGEST CITY. 
SOCIALISTS RELUCTANTLY JOINED SAIGO CAMP ONLY AFTER IT 
BECAME APPARENT CONSERVATIVE-CENTRIST CANDIDATE WOULD BE 
ALMOST UNBEATABLE. IN FACT, YOKOHAMA CITIZENS HARDLY GAVE 
SAIGO ROUSING VOTE OF CONFIDENCE, AND POOR TURNOUT AT 
POLLS, INDICATIVE OF INADEQUATE COOPERATION AMONG SAIGO'S 
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BACKERS, MAY COMPLICATE PROSPECTS FOR CENTER-RIGHT COOP- 
ERATION, CURRENTLY BEING NEGOTIATED, FOR NEXT YEAR'S 
GUBERNATORIAL CONTESTS IN OSAKA AND TOKYO. MOREOVER, 

STRONG SHOWING OF ICP, WHICH, DESPITE FACT ITS CANDIDATE 
WAS POLITICAL UNKNOWN BEFORE RACE BEGAN, GARNERED MORE 
THAN TWICE AS MANY YOKOHAMA VOTES AS IT CAPTURED IN LAST 
UPPER HOUSE ELECTION, WILL GIVE PAUSE TO THOSE IN JSP 
WHO MAY BE CONSIDERING CLOSER COOPERATION WITH ANTI-COMMU- 
NIST CENTRIST PARTIES IN FUTURE LOCAL CONTESTS. IN END, 

HOWEVER, SAIGO'S VICTORY REPRESENTS ONE MORE MAIOR CITY 
LOST TO LEFT-WING PARTIES. MANSFIELD 
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